UNIVERSITY SENATE 



A meeting of the University Senate was held at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
8 October 2014, in Maxwell Auditorium. 

Present were: Senators Armstrong, Agnew, Alston, Asian, Bhatia, Brown (L), 
Bulman, Burak, Burdick, Burstyn, Campagna, Carter, Chandler-Olcott, Coggiola, 
DAmico, Davis (L.), Day, DeLara, DeNevers, Dolak, Dong, Dosono, Dotger, Duke, 
Easton, El- Amir, Endreny, Ferguson, Foley, Ford, Garcia-Reidy, Gauri, Gitner, Godfrey, 
Gorovitz, Gouldin, Haddix, Hagenloh, Himley, Hinchman, Hollenback, Holzwarth, 
Hoover, Ingram, Isik, Kallander (A.), Kutcher, Ledford, Lee, Leitermann, Lim, Long, 
Lore, MacNamara, Marrero, Middlemiss, Mulvaney, Murphy, Nabatchi, Neary, 
Negussey, O'Rourke (J), Pease, Pellow, Raina, Reed, Rolling, Roy, Rubinstein, Rupert, 
Ryan, Sedore, Shane, Sherman, Sonneborn, Spina, Staniec, Stanton, Svetz, Syverud, 
Thompson, Van Gulick, Vidali, Vitharana, Wasylenko, Wiklund, Winders, Yin. 

Presiding officer: Prof. Doug Armstrong 

The Chairman called the meeting to order, and proposed that the minutes of the 
September 10 th meeting be approved as written, and the body concurred. 

He called Prof. Margaret Thompson, who spoke in memory of former Senate 
member Prof. Emeritus Scott Strickland, as follows: 

Scott Strickland died just two weeks after his retirement from S.U. following 
thirty years of distinguished service to the History Department and the University, and 
to the profession. He received the B.A. and Ph.D. from the University of North Carolina. 
At S.U. he served as the History Department's longtime Director of Undergraduate 
Studies, for which he was honored with the College's Undergraduate Advisor of the 
Year award. Scott was a co-founder of S.U.'s M.A. program in Documentary Film and 
History, which he co-directed until his retirement. He was an authority on the 
American south, but also developed expertise in modern U.S. history, teaching popular 
courses on the Vietnam War in film and fiction and the U.S. in the 1960s. 

These are facts of Scott's professional life, but he will be remembered for so much 
more than that. My first memory of him is rooted in his arrival for the job interview 
wearing a jacket borrowed from Bill Stinchcombe because he'd come unprepared for a 
late spring cold snap. How Scott hated the persistent cold of upstate New York from 
that day forward. Nonetheless, he persevered through it, suffering the drive to and 
from Seneca Falls five days a week for three decades. 

Scott was always present. Students and colleagues knew they could find him in 
that cluttered office — first in Maxwell, then later on the fifth floor of Eggers — decorated 
with posters of political activists and musical legends, not to mention a special place for 
one or another of his beautiful Australian Shepherds. Scott loved those dogs, as well as 
cats, and for many years he showed Balinese cats that were national award winners. 
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Scott Strickland, cont'd 



Scott was a remarkable colleague. Although he rarely taught graduate courses, 
he served on countless M.A. and Ph.D. committees because he was renowned for his 
familiarity with wide-ranging historiography, his willingness to read drafts of student 
work, and his extraordinary generosity as mentor to those who passed through our 
department. 

His insight into topics that seemed far-removed from his own teaching and 
research was remarkable. Several of my doctoral students, upon learning of Scott's 
passing, remembered his generosity to them, and have spoken fondly of time spent 
with him, noting it as one of the most memorable aspects of their time at S.U. 

He loved the undergraduates, collectively and individually. He knew many of 
them personally and kept up with dozens of them over the years. Watching Scott at the 
reception for seniors every Commencement weekend was to witness the one teacher 
that every parent wanted to meet, and every student was eager to introduce to her/his 
family. What an example he set for all of us. 

On a personal note, Scott was one of my closest friends. When I was diagnosed 
with cancer fourteen years ago Scott was the first colleague I confided in. He visited me 
as I was being treated and I always knew I could count on him. This meant more to me 
than I suspect he knew — but then, he was unusually sensitive, so he probably did know. 

As Scott's health began to fail in the last months, it was hard to see him losing 
some of the physical (but never the mental) vitality that had characterized him. He was 
looking forward to getting out of the blasted upstate New York cold to enjoy the 
warmth of Arizona, the culture of the southwest, the opportunity to indulge his love for 
the land and for photography. How he looked forward to new adventures with his 
beloved Marian, with whom he had found such happiness and contentment. 

Scott, we will miss your intelligence, your integrity, and your principled 
convictions. We will miss your compassion and your generous presence. We will miss 
your sardonic humor and your tattoos. So many of us will miss your friendship, and 
your students will miss your guidance and support. We can only hope to emulate your 
exemplary presence here. Our lives are now sadder because you are no longer among 
us, but so much richer because you were with us for as long as you were. 

The chairman asked the members to observe a moment of silence, and then made a 
motion that the above remarks be included in the record, and a copy forwarded to the 
surviving spouse. The motion carried. 

Prof. Armstrong continued with the Agenda Committee report, with a motion to 
approve the appointment of the following non-senators to chair Senate committees and 
also be recognized and permitted to speak at Senate meetings when reports from their 
committees were presented: 

Ian Maclnnes (Academic Affairs) 

Pat Cihon (Academic Freedom, Tenure, and Professional Ethics) 
Tiffany Koszalka (Curricula) 
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Rachel Fox von Swearingen (LGBT Concerns) 

Rosemary Kelly (Student Life, co-chair) 

Martha Jo Hanson (Women's Concerns, co-chair) 

The motion carried. 

Prof. Armstrong pointed out the Summary of the Senate Work during 2013-14, 
which had been distributed for the information of the members. He also announced that 
the Committee on Honorary Degrees had issued a call for nominations for honorary 
degrees, noting a deadline of October 14, 2014. 

Prof. Armstrong then commented on a vote taken by the Board of Trustees at its 
May 9th meeting, saying that the motion regarding changes in the policy on promotion 
approved at that meeting did not reflect what the Senate had recommended. He said 
that with the trustee motion, power over faculty promotion went from the faculty to the 
administration. He told the members that the Agenda Committee had discussed the 
matter at its last meeting and had asked both the Academic Affairs committee and the 
Committee on Appointment and Promotion to review this trustee decision and report 
back with any recommendations they might have. 

In the discussion, a member raised the question of why the Chancellor had failed 
to give the Senate an explanation of something that the Board of Trustees had done in 
opposition to a Senate motion, and said that he would like the Senate to have such an 
explanation. Another member said that the explanation should come from the 
administration and the Board of Trustees, giving reasons why the board had acted in 
indifference to the action of the Senate. 

Prof. Carter rose to report that over the summer the Subcommittee on 
Nominations had appointed a Committee on Faculty Status Resolution (FSR) per the 
motion of the Senate at its April 16th meeting, but that this committee had not yet met. 
He also pointed out that changes to the faculty manual done arbitrarily without 
involvement of the Senate called into question the value of the faculty manual. 

Prof. Armstrong called Prof. Tiffany Koszalka to present the report of the 
Curriculum committee, which included a motion to approve new courses and changes 
to the curriculum from Arts and Sciences, Education, Information Studies, Sport & 
Human Dynamics, and University College. The motion carried. 

The Chairman then called Prof. Fred Easton to present the report of the 
Committee on Computing Services Prof. Easton highlighted the report, giving 
background of the committee charge and review of a study the committee had done on 
media accessibility. Easton singled out Adina Mulliken, Alan Foley, and Jenny Gluck 
for outstanding service to the committee. 
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In the discussion, a member made a request that the committee look into the 
matter of particular type fonts to be used that would make reports and e.mail more 
accessible. The committee report included a motion that the Senate endorse the 
committee's recommendation to encourage the administration to proceed with selection 
and appointment of the previously authorized ADA coordinator. 

In the discussion, a member proposed to amend the motion to insert "full-time" 
[between authorized and ADA] in the motion, and the motion to amend was approved. 
After further discussion the Chairman called for a vote on the amended motion, which 
was approved. 

The Chairman then called Prof. Mark Rupert and Prof. Margaret Thompson to 
the podium to present their resolution re academic freedom and faculty governance at 
the University of Illinois. Prof. Rupert told the body that he wished to postpone 
discussion and vote on the resolution to the November meeting, and the body 
concurred. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 



Teresa Gilman 
University Senate Recorder 



